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Win over Collegians

takes Academy to
top of league

THE CELEBRATIONS carried on late in-
to the evening at Hydepark, as
Academy established themselves as
leaders of section two of the Senior

League.

Their fine win over Col-
legians at Roughfort on
Saturday assured them of
this position.

The visitors opened well
and were rewarded with a
penalty but Academy out-
half,- Graham Cloke,
replied in similar fashion
soon after.

The home side then
stepped up a gear but the
resulting penalty attempts
were missed whilst Col-
legians managed a drop
goal from meagre
possession.

The Academy pack
returned to thie Collegians
line and a movement in-
volving almost the entire
team resulted in wing for-

ward, David Nash, break-
ing from a ruck to run
unopposed from 15 metres
for a try - Cloke's conver-
sion attempt failed, leaving
Academy 7 - 6 ahead.

Before half-time, Col-
legians snatched back the
lead with a further penaity.

In the second half
Academy tore into the
visitors and soon regained
the lead when the entire
team again contributed to
the move which sent
winger, Paddy Martin, over
in the corner for an un-
converted try,

Further pressure
resulted in Cloke exten-
ding the lead to 16 - 9 with
a penalty.

Despite another penalty
conversion by Collegians,
Academy continued to
dominate for the re-
mainder of the match but
could not deliver the coup
de grace until the dying
minutes when the backline
created an overlap for Mar-
tin to sprint in for his se-
cond score in the corner,
before picking up a loose
ball to cross, unopposed,
under the posts for his hat
trick.

Out-half Cloke con-
verted both tries to leave
the result at an emphatic
28 - 12 victory for
Academy.

With an unbeaten record
in the league to date and
having secured a semi-
final spot in the
Smithwick's Boston Cup
Floodlit Competition, the
buzz of success could be
seen on the faces of the

players and coach, Ken
Knox, in the clubhouse
afterwards.

Players are now in confi-
dent mood for their long
trip to Cork next weekend.

This long-standlng fix-
ture against Highfield
R.F.C. will have a more
competitive edge to it
following the donation of a
cup by Academy in
memory of the late Walter
Sterling who was a founder
member and past presi-
dent of Academy and was
instrumental in the
establishment of the an-
nual match against
Highfield.

Team: S. Sharkey, A.
Kirk, P. Gamble, N. Mc-
Creary, P. Mamn G.
Cloke, S. Knox, T. Ten-
natnt, D. Walsh, G. Olding,
G. Henderson, G. McCor-
mick, |. Whan, R. Cromie,
D. Nash.
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' ' | Heineken inter-provincials —
Munster v Ulster, lehmnnnd Park;

Connaught v Leinster, Galway Sports

? Grounds. Under 20 inter-provineial —

Munster v Ulster, Limerick.

Club fixtures — CIYMS v
Blackreck, Belmont; Academy v
Skerries, Raughfort; Collegians v St.
Mary's, Deramore; Lansdowne v
I-lam%I r, Lansdowne Road; Armagh v
North. Palace Grounds; GIK‘IM Derry
v Ards, Branch Road; Malone v
Portadown, Gibison Park; Dunganinon
¥ Greystones, Stevenson  Park;
Queen's v Terernure, Upper Malone;
Cark Constitution v Instonians, Cork.
(All games kick-off at 2.30).




