Academy RFC host annual meeting

AT THE A.G.M. of Academy R.F.C. last week there
was a good turn-out of players to hear the reports
on last season’s activites both on and off the field
and to elect the officers for the forhcoming

season,

It was particularly pleas-
ing to see several of the
Club’s recently formed
U-18 squad present at the
meeting.

On the playing side it
was reported that while
most of the teams had a
reasonably good first half
of the season, with the se-
cond XV in particular
achieving a fine league
and cup run, results drop-
ped oft somewhat after
Xmas.

The most successful
team in the Club was the
U-18 XV who had an ex-
cellent season, losing only
four matches and for this
achievement John Rainey
received the Goldstone
trophy on behalf of his
team from the president, to
generous applause from
senior players and
members alike.

On the social side the
club had a busy year with
the first XV entertaining
touring sides from both
Balmy Beach and Van-
couver Island in Canada
and Townsville in
Australia, while enjoyable
tours were made by the
first XV to Athlone and
Galay, by the fourth IV to
the tsle of Man and by the
fith XV, Tankards, and
U-18 XV jointly to Melrose
R.F.C. in Scotland.

TOUR

For next season the
senior squad is looking for-

ward to a major tour to
Holland in October and a
return visit to Melrose
R.F.C. in conjunction with
the International match
next March.

Incidentally, members
are requested to contact
Eddie Nelson, Mervyn
Lynn or Neil McCreery as
soon as possible regarding
ticket reservations for the
formal dinner dance to be
held in the Europa Hotel
on Friday, June 17.

The election of
office-bearers for the
1988-89 season
resulted as follows:
President, Chris
Sturgess; Senlor vice-
president, Danny
Best; Junlor vice-
president, Ken Knox;
Hon. Sec., Bobby Ten-
nant; Hon. Treas.,
Graham Lynn; Senlor
Fixture Sec., Drew
Emery; Junlor Fixture
Sec., Wlison Fawcett;
Hon. Subs. Sec., David
Carllsle; Ulster
Branch Rep., Brian
Lutton; Uister Branch
Competitions Rep.,
Robin Reld; Convenor
of Coaching, Ken
Knox; Press Officer,
Alan Russell; Elected
Commiittee Members,
Davy Haslett, Eric
Saunders, Philip Cun-
ningham, Domlnic
Walsh, Ray Buchanan,
ex-Officlo President;
Captain 1st XV, Phiilp

Trimble; Captain 2nd
XV, Mervyn Lynn.

Under ‘‘any other
business' the U-18 squad
again came up for discus-
sion, with several
members emphasising
how vital the continued
recruitment of young
players would be to the
future playing strength of
the club.

SUCCESS
The success of the pre-

sent U-18 squad augured
well for the future and the
incoming committee were
hopeful of keeping these
players together at U-20
level next season to help
them gain further ex-
perience before progress-
ing to the senior ranks.

Incoming president,
Chris Sturgess, states
however that recruitment
of young players must be a
continuing priority.

To this end, with the

valued assistance of Davy
Haslett (who is currently
enjoying a successful term
as coach of the Irish
Schoolboys side), the Club
would soon be contacting
several secondary schools
in the North Belfast and
South Antrim Area, in par-
ticular Glengormley High

leavers who would be in-
terested in either beginn-
ing or continuing their
rugby career.

Any young players of the
age of 16 and over wouid
be made welcome at the
club and anyone in-
terested should contact

School, Monkstown the clubhouse at

Secondary School, Boys Hydepark, Mallusk (Phone

“Model School and of Glengormley 3085) for fur-

course Belfast Royal ther details regarding

Academy, with a view to membership, pre-season
recruiting any school- training etc.
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ACADEMY'S abrasive
second tow forward PhillE
Trimble will lead the Hyde
side next season. He will, how-
sr:r.. be in a mlre ofh: ‘m:lb
playing' in for the early
swspgsuf::ﬁe new y term
after receiving a heft from
the Ulster Branch (IRFL) fol-
lowing a picce of over-enthustic

t Queen's in the latter
}g?r{ nF-scasom_ :
Trimble, though, is just the

of player to b the best
gﬁn of lllg z:adcmy_%. Always
leading from the " front by his
im:_l_ustciou:s. non-stop e%:ln. hh::
presence i cortain to help
side attempt (o break away from
a niche they have found for
themselves over the past few
seasons, midway in the Section
Two league table.

Taﬁn&g;er the Presidential
reins i Chris Sturgess, while his
senior 1y é’gﬁfﬁfmﬁ?‘ XV
i f Davy he junior
Vice Presidént is Ken Knox.
 The full list of officers are:
President —  Christ  Sturgess:
Senior vice President — vy

st; Junior vice President —
Ken Knox; Hon Secretary —
Bobby Tennant; Hon Treasurer
S_ Graham Lynn; Fé;mres

ecretary — Drew Emery;
Uls__t_or;grim_:h Representative —
Brian Lutton; Counching
convenor — Ken kg ; PRO —
Alan Russell; Cacnmm Ist Xy —
mmmmnh; “aptain 20d XV
— Mervyn Lynn,




